April 29, 2010

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 29, 2010, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION,

PRODUCT SAFETY, AND INSURANCE

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Consumer Protection,
Product Safety, and Insurance of the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
April 29, 2010, at 10 a.m. in room 253 of
the Russell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE,

CUSTOMS, AND GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on International Trade,

Customs, and Global Competitiveness

of the Committee on Finance be au-

thorized to meet during the session of

the Senate on April 29, 2010, at 1 p.m.,

in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Of-

fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-

titled ‘“‘Doubling U.S. Exports: Are U.S.

Sea Ports Ready for the Challenge?”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE,
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on

Oversight of Government Management,

the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-

trict of Columbia be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on April 29, 2010, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct

a hearing entitled ‘‘Developing Federal

Employees and Supervisors: Mentoring,

Internships, and Training in the Fed-

eral Government.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that George Wilder,
a detailee in my office, be granted the
privilege of the floor for the remainder
of the debate on this legislation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session to consider en bloc the
following nominations on the Execu-
tive Calendar: Nos. 820, 821, 822, and 823;
that the nominations be confirmed en
bloc, the motions to reconsider be con-
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sidered made and laid upon the table en
bloc; any statements relating to the
nominations be printed in the Record;
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action; and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

David J. Hale, of Kentucky, to be United
States Attorney for the Western District of
Kentucky for the term of four years.

Kerry B. Harvey, of Kentucky, to be United
States Attorney for the Eastern District of
Kentucky for the term of four years.

Alicia Anne Garrido Limtiaco, of Guam, to
be United States Attorney for the District of
Guam and concurrently United States Attor-
ney for the District of the Northern Mariana
Islands for the term of four years.

Kenneth J. Gonzales, of New Mexico, to be
United States Attorney for the District of
New Mexico for the term of four years.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

DANIEL PEARL FREEDOM OF THE
PRESS ACT OF 2009

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 3714 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3714) to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to include in the Annual
Country Reports on Human Rights and Prac-
tices information about freedom of the press
in foreign countries, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I con-
gratulate the Senate for enacting the
Daniel Pearl Freedom of the Press Act,
H.R. 3714, a bill to strengthen and pro-
tect press freedoms around the world. I
am proud to cosponsor the Senate com-
panion to this bill, S. 1739.

I congratulate and commend my good
friend, Senator DoODD, for his leadership
on this bill and for his longstanding
commitment to freedom of the press. I
have worked closely with Senator
DopDp for many years on legislation to
establish a Federal shield law for jour-
nalists, and I am pleased that the Judi-
ciary Committee recently reported
Federal shield legislation. I also com-
mend Representative ADAM SCHIFF for
championing this important legislation
in the House of Representatives.

The Daniel Pearl Freedom of the
Press Act will amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to require the Sec-
retary of State to include information
about freedom of the press practices in
other countries in the Annual Country
Reports on Human Rights Practices.
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The bill will also require that this re-
port identify countries in which there
are violations of freedom of the press,
such as physical attacks on journalists,
imprisonment, and censorship by for-
eign governments.

The Committee to Protect Journal-
ists reported that more journalists
have been Kkilled around the world in
2009 than in any other year since that
organization first started tracking this
data in 1981. This troubling report dem-
onstrates that the press freedoms that
we often take for granted at home are
in danger of being snuffed out in many
other parts of the world. I believe that
this bill will help to reverse this trend
and to signal to the world community
that the United States is committed to
ensuring freedom of the press at home
and abroad.

Thomas Jefferson once wrote in a let-
ter to fellow Founding Father John
Adams that ‘“‘[t]he light which has been
shed on mankind by the art of printing
has eminently changed the condition of
the world ... And while printing is
preserved, it can no more recede than
the sun return on his course.” Al-
though these words were written al-
most two centuries ago, the critical
role of a free and vibrant press is no
less significant today. Again, I con-
gratulate the lead sponsors of this im-
portant legislation for their commit-
ment to freedom of the press. I urge
the President to promptly sign this im-
portant legislation into law.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be read a third
time and passed, the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate, and that
any statements relating to the meas-
ure be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3714) was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed.

————

AUTHORIZING USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 264, just received
from the House and now at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 264)
authorizing the use of the Capitol grounds
for the National Peace Officers’ Memorial
Service.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the concurrent resolution
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 264) was agreed to.
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